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roundings prevents it from being easily seen
by its enemies.
Mimicry. Mimicry is the term applied by
some authorities to the protective coloration
in insects, though other authorities believe
that protective coloration should be applied
to all cases of adaptation of color to sur-
roundings. The following illustrations show
some of these peculiar adaptations of color-
ation in insect and vegetable life:
It is well seen in the leaf insects and in the
walking-stick insects. Certain tropical but-
terflies reproduce the appearance of leaves
so closely that even the parasitic fungi which
grow upon the leaves are imitated. Some
caterpillars resemble the twigs of trees and
when alarmed stand rigidly out from the
branch to increase the likeness. A few flies,
whose larvae are parasitic on bees, by closely
resembling their host are able to enter the
hives and deposit their eggs. A South Amer-
ican moth has a most accurate resemblance
to a humming bird; while the cacti of Amer-
ica and the poisonous euphorbias of Africa
might easily be mistaken for each other,
though widely different in structural
character.
PROTECTORATE, in international law,
a term used to denote the relation of a
stronger country to a weaker one, wherein
the stronger agrees to protect and defend
the latter from aggression of other powers,
and to give it counsel in the solution of diffi-
cult problems. The relations of the protec-
torate are usually fixed by treaty, and the
country under protection is usually allowed
to administer its internal affairs without in-
terference, but it must submit its interna-
tional affairs to the protecting government
for approval. Kenya, Somaliland and Be-
chuanaland, in Africa, are protectorates of
Great Britain.
PROTEIDS, pro'teidz, a name given to
substances similar in composition to protein,
that is, consisting of carbon, hydrogen, oxy-
gen and nitrogen, sometimes united with sul-
phur and phosphorus. The gluten of flour,
albumin, the fibrin of the blood, the chief
constituent of muscle and flesh, and casein
are examples of proteids. Proteids are the
essential foodstuffs.
PROTEINS, proteinz, foods composed of
carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen. The
same name is given to the nitrogenous ma-
terial present in the foods, which serve the
purpose both of repairing and building up
 the body and of furnishing heat or energy.
See pood.
PROTEROZOIC proh ter o zo'ik ERA, one
of the grand divisions of geologic time, inter-
mediate between the Archeozoic Era preced-
ing it, and the Paleozoic Era, following.
Great masses of both sedimentary and ig-
neous rock were laid down in this era. In
North America the rock systems formed are
named, according to locality, the Huronian,
that north of Lake Huron; the Keweenawan,
that on the southern shore of Lake Superior;
the Animikean, that occupying parts of Wis-
consin and Minnesota. The last contains the
largest deposits of iron ore in the world.
It is believed that life was abundant and
varied during the Proterozoic Era, though
fossil remains of it are rare. See geology.
PROTESILA'US, in Greek mythology,
king of Phylace, Thessaly, and son of Jason.
He married Laodamia, and soon afterwards
set off for the Trojan War. An oracle had
foretold that the first Greek to land on Tro-
jan soil would be the first to be slain. When
the other chiefs held back, Protesilaus leaped
ashore and was instantly killed. Laodamia,
overwhelmed with grief, persuaded the gods
to grant the return of Protesilaus to earth for
three hours. At the end of that time, rather
than be parted from him again, she killed
herself.
PROTESTANT EPIS'COPAL CHURCH.
See episcopal church; engiand, church
of.
PROTESTANTS, prot'es tants, those who
adhere to any of the Christian churches that
grew out of the Reformation. The followers
of Luther constituted the first large body of
non-Catholic Christians, but these were not
designated Protestants until 1529. In that
year prominent representatives of the Ro-
man Catholic Church convened at Speyer
and issued a decree enjoining those states
that had adopted the new faith to return to
Catholicism. Many princes and imperial
cities protested against the decree, and from
this circumstance became known as Prot-
estants. In time the name came to be used
to designate anyone who adheres to Lutheran
and Reformed denominations. The number
of Protestants to-day is about 207,000,000.
PROTOPLASM, $roftiplaz'<m, a substance,
transparent and jellylike in appearance, the
real living part of plants and animals. It is
the substance of which cells are composed,
and it has certain properties which prove that

